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1. History of Census in Korea3) Combined Census in Korea

A register-based census is a new census 
method that produces statistics by using 
administrative data related to population, 
households, and housing.

Since 2015, KOSTAT has conducted the 
register-based census to collect data for the                     
short-form questionnaire items every year:

• Gender, Age, Relationship to head of 
household, Nationality and so on.

Every five years, KOSTAT has conducted the  
field enumeration for 20% of total population 
to collect long-form questionnaire items:

• Education, Commuting time, Place of work, 
and so on.

Sector Survey Items
2010

Census

2015

Register-

based 

Census

Population

Name ● ●

Gender ● ●

Age ● ●

Relationship to Household Head ● ●

Education ● ○

Marital Status ● ○

Nationality ● ●

Date of Entry ● ●

Place of Birth ○ ○

Place of Residence 1-Year Ago ○ ○

Place of Residence 5-Years Ago ○ ○

Date of Marriage ○ ○

Number of Children ○ ○

Family Clan - ●

Year of Nationality Acqusition - -

● Complete enumeration items
● Register-based census long-form items
○ 20% of sample survey short-form items 

Source: Table from KOSTAT. 2018a. “Introducing Register-based Census in Korea.” 
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Review 
(2007-2010)

Analysis 
(2011-2013)

Application 
(2014-2015)

Dissemination 
(2016~)

• Studied register-based census methodologies, reorganized legal systems, acquired 
administrative data, established infrastructure

• The 2010 Census was conducted using the traditional field enumeration method.
• After that, KOSTAT compared administrative data with the 2010 Census data to identify the cause of the 

difference, evaluated the quality of administrative data, improved the linkage method, etc.

• Expanded administrative data sources, established and linked databases on population, 
households, and housing.

• KOSTAT internally compiled register-based censuses with the reference years from 2011 to 2014.

• Conducted a register-based census every year after dissemination of the first register-
based census results in 2015.
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Strategies 

Focus areas

Digitization of the entire census process

To successfully implement 

the 2020 Population and Housing Census

2) 2020 Census Strategies
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2020 Census6) Digitization of the entire census process

Address canvassing Preparation Field operation Data processing & dissemination

Preparation for 
the enumeration

Internet response
Non-response
field follow up

1st Editing & 
validation(Census 

field centers)

2nd Editing& 
validation 
(KOSTAT)

Reporting 
results

Based on mobile devices, GIS and GPS
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numerators to prevent visiting households 

that have already submitted responses through online.
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3. Achievements of 2020 Census1) The benefit of digitization of the census process

• Reduction of • Reduction of 

census field

2015            2020
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3. Achievements of 2020 Census2) Improvement of census efficiency with the expanded     
use of electronic surveys and administrative data
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3) Understanding pandemic-caused social changes
through census results

* Source: KOSTAT, Population and Housing Census, each year.
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4. Planning for 2025 CensusProvisional plans for 2025 Census

Improving work efficiency using IT
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